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Deutsch-Amerikanische Fulbright-Kommission · Lützowufer 26 · 10787 Berlin 

 
63RD BERLIN SEMINAR MARCH 26 – 30, 2017 

 
 

Registration for Discussion Groups 
on Monday, March 27  

 
 
Discussion Groups (No. 1-12 in the morning) 
 

1 Putting My Fulbright Experience into Words 
2 Migration – Refugees 

3 Migration – Lessons Learned from History 

4 What is a Fulbright Definition of Diversity? 

5 Politics – Post-U.S. Election/Pre-European Elections 

6 Politics – Impact on Transatlantic Exchanges 

7 Environment & Sustainability 

8 Self-Marketing: Making the Best Impression 

9 Gender Rights and Female Leadership 

10 Art and Identity Formation 

11 The European Union 

12 Paradise Now: First Journey to New Ways of Communication 

 
Discussion Groups (No. 13-15 in the afternoon) 
  

13 Social Sciences in Transition: A Discussion about current Scientific and Political Issues 

14 Fulbright´s Journey: Quo Vadis, Transatlantic Exchange? 

15 Paradise Now: Second Journey to New Ways of Communication 

 
 
1. Putting My Fulbright Experience into Words 
Moderators: Morgan Goldstein, ETA in Spain & Noaquia Callahan, Student in Germany  
 
"Putting My Fulbright Experience into Words" will enable you to view your journey as a grantee through a unique 
timeline approach. You will answer questions about your experience thus far as a means of delving into events that 
have shaped your time as a cultural ambassador. The journey will continue with an open group discussion in which we 
will begin to identify patterns and differences between our experiences. We will aim to reflect on personal 
documentation of our time as Fulbright grantees. From English Teaching Assistants to researchers and graduate 
students, we will learn and share how to truly put your experience into 'words'. 
 
2. Migration – Refugees 
Moderators: (Prinz) Jeremy Dela Cruz, ETA in Andorra & Phillip Wenturine, ETA in Portugal 
 
Since we are all immigrants: What is the impact on the following themes: Religion, Economy, the European Union, 
Demography, and the Media? 
 
In our group, we will plan to discuss the impacts that immigration has on the world, specifically in Europe. We will talk 
about the variety of people who immigrate to/from various countries and why, as well as what countries can do to help 
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immigrants who are coming to them, and how others can help their citizens immigrate as well. Some helpful websites 
with information that will aid our discussion are: http://ec.europa.eu/echo/refugee-
crisis_en and https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration_en.  
 
3. Migration – Lessons Learned from History  
Moderators: Adela Kim, Student in Germany & Lucia Iglesias, ETA in Germany 
 
We are all migrants. The story of our ancestral migrations is written in our DNA. We carry these stories in our cells, in 
our surnames, in the discrimination we have withstood, and in the traditions we refuse to forget. To our discussion of 
Migration we ask you to bring your family’s migration stories and your own. We ask you to bring narratives passed 
down from grandparents, great aunties, favorite teachers, and family photo albums. As we listen to one another, we 
will find places where our families’ paths have run parallel, and places where we have diverged. Most importantly, we 
will see that our families’ stories are the same as the stories of the millions of migrants currently seeking new homes in 
Europe, the United States, and the Middle East. Though we have landed on different pages, we are all striving towards 
the same happily ever after. 
 
4. What is a Fulbright Definition of Diversity? 
Moderators: Rebecca Jaeger, ETA in Spain & Thalia Beaty, Journalist in Germany  
 
What is the Fulbright definition of diversity? Fulbright grantees hail from all parts of the United States to study, research 
or teach in a plethora of fields. In this panel, with our diverse backgrounds and unique Fulbright experiences in mind, 
we will discuss how our encounters living abroad have influenced our work and our view of what is next. 
 
5. Politics – Post-U.S. Election/Pre-European Elections 
Moderators: Hannah Sachs, ETA in the Czech Republic & McKenzie Hightower, ETA in Poland 
 
In the discussion group “Post-U.S. Election/Pre-European Elections” we will be facilitating an open conversation 
regarding the current political climate in the U.S. and in Europe, specifically as impacted by the election of new 
officials. We will have the opportunity to discuss our personal experiences, the factors that led to a rise in nationalism 
across the globe, the diverse ways in which our students and colleagues here are responding to this new political 
situation, and additionally, how we foresee particular policies impacting these communities. Overall, we also hope to 
address the continuing role of the Fulbright program, its mission, and our own work within the contemporary political 
context. 
 
6. Politics – Impact on Transatlantic Exchanges 
Moderators: Robin Liu, Student in Germany & Zachary Del Rosario, Teacher in Hungary  
 
In this discussion group, “Politics- Impact on Transatlantic Exchanges,” the dialogue will seek to find resolution around 
one central question: How might both government & non-government actors throughout Europe effectively respond to 
the "America First" political phenomenon and its implications for the future of European trade, civil society 
development, and upcoming national elections? In doing so, we will explore the shifting transatlantic socio-political 
landscape that has led to (and subsequently been shaped by) recent events like Brexit and the U. S. election of 
President Donald Trump. Furthermore, we will forecast the imminent evolution of U.S. - E.U. relations in the wake of 
rising populism, nationalism, and authoritarianism throughout the West. Prospective topics of conversation include the 
fate of U.S. - E.U. free trade, the current role of the fourth estate, and the future of current transatlantic protest 
movements. 
 
7. Environment & Sustainability 
Moderators: Sara Natalia Cardullo, Student in Italy & Kyle Virgil, Student in Sweden 
This brief exchange will serve to introduce participants to a new type of discussion on sustainability and the 
environment. Perspectives and experiences from our many host countries will be explored as we strive to gain a 
comprehensive awareness of the impacts of our individual and societal decisions. We will consider realistic and 
practical steps towards a sustainable future, such as conscious consumerism and zero or reduced-waste strategies 
among others, with a focus on our agency as individuals. As time allows, we plan to highlight the significant roles that 
overarching political systems, public/private organizations, and future technologies worldwide have on shaping our 
planet’s sustainability. General emphasis for this discussion is placed on combining our culminated experiences to 
collectively reframe traditional environmental discourses. Ultimately we hope the conversation will leave participants 
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with clearer ideas for how to achieve concrete change and an understanding of our role as Fulbright scholars in 
transmitting this reflection to upcoming generations.  
 
8. Self-Marketing: Making the Best Impression 
Moderator: Désirée Brodka, Fulbright Alumna 
 
In this discussion group we will take a closer look at the following: 
 

‐ Self-Marketing: How to present yourself in accordance with your professional field, including thoughts on the 
use of social media, the benefit of small talk and the importance of networking 

‐ Typical barriers between women and men at work and how to overcome them, including thoughts on 
mastering business meetings and negotiations as a female 

‐ Developing leadership qualities: How to make yourself heard. Demanding respect through posture, vocal 
engagement and proper dress code, including practical exercises 

‐ Motivation techniques: How to convince yourself and others. Overcoming stage fright and unfolding your 
potential by empowering your mind, including practical exercises 

 
9. Gender Rights and Female Leadership 
Moderators: Christina Carpenter, ETA in Spain & Josh Marzano, ETA in Spain 
 
Despite recent progress, the United States currently falls behind several Western European countries in terms of 
female leadership and gender rights. For example, the vast majority of today’s public and private sector leaders are 
men, and the current federal administration makes the future of LGBT rights – which already vary considerably among 
states – uncertain. Meanwhile, the Chancellor of Germany is a woman and German parents have the option to 
recognize a "third sex" of a newborn child. The “Berlin Seminar” will allow us to discuss our experiences in various 
European countries regarding female leadership and gender rights and compare these to our experiences in the US. 
We would like to place special emphasis on “best practices” that people have seen in their host countries, discussing 
ideas to close the gender gap that currently exists.  
 
10. Art and Identity Formation 
Moderators: Franziska Brunner, Student in Austria & Athena Turek-Hankins, ETA in Luxembourg 
 
What is identity? Is it static or can it evolve? And what role does art play in the establishment and preservation of 
identity? How can it be manipulated? Music, theater, dance, film, and the visual arts often transcend issues of 
language. However, they also gain new meanings depending on what context they are encountered. The impact can 
be significant for both artist and observer, especially after the advent of social media. Join us in considering both 
individual and group relationships to art in a globalized world. 
 
11. The European Union 
Moderators: Harrison Haramasz, ETA in Germany & Jason Newport, Professor in Hungary  
 
As developments in American and European politics continue to reveal deep social divisions and call into question 
long-standing transatlantic relationships, what role can Fulbright scholars play in helping to bridge the fissures 
threatening to separate families, communities, and nations?  
Through writing workshop and discussion, our group will explore the current state of civil society and democratic 
institutions in the EU amid a backdrop of rising nativism and strongman politics, attempting to uncover the 
responsibilities and opportunities Fulbrighters might be confronted with while navigating the complex, contradictory 
environments of the Western European core and the still-developing Central and Eastern European democracies. The 
moderators currently serving in Germany and Hungary set the goal of producing a set of statements of principle to 
guide scholars in establishing common ground and upholding sound, ethical positions when engaging in difficult 
conversations on these topics, both abroad and at home. 
 
12. Paradise Now: First Journey to New Ways of Communication 
Moderator: Swiss artist Jürg Montalta will introduce & practice techniques of communicating that befit our 21st Century 
 
“We can not solve our problems with  
the same level of thinking that  
created them.” (A. Einstein) 
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As a young artist this insight touched me deeply. For more than forty years since, I have been researching how to 
access other levels of thinking and reach out to others. Through my experiments with new ways of communication, I 
have begun to understand that in most instances the answers to our questions are already simmering inside our 
bodies and minds, waiting to be discovered and put into action. The courage to face uncertainty is key as we try to 
embrace our future. This very fearlessness enables us to better understand our selves, to craft our environment and to 
adapt successfully to a complex and ceaselessly changing world. Like any human faculty, empowering ourselves is 
both technique and art. It can be learned and developed. 
 
13. Social Sciences in Transition: A Discussion about current Scientific and Political Issues 
Moderators: Scientists at the WZB 
 
The Berlin Social Science Center (WZB) will host a discussion about current challenges for the social sciences. 
Fulbrighters visiting the center will have the chance to talk with doctoral students and post-docs about the research 
they are conducting. A brown bag lunch will be offered at the WZB. 
 
14. Fulbright´s Journey: Quo Vadis, Transatlantic Exchange?  
Moderators: Sabine Jung and Judith Maiers 
 
In this discussion group, we would like to explore and discuss the future strategic development of the German-
American Fulbright Commission. Looking 10 years ahead, we´d like to envisage how the Fulbright program may look in 
the year 2027. What will (or should) our role be in a digitized and globalized world? How can the “Fulbright Experience” 
be transformed and adapted to the needs of the current and future generations? How will “Exchange 4.0” look like and 
how can the full potential of the Fulbright Alumni community be leveraged for realizing the vision that Senator Fulbright 
articulated in the aftermath of World War II? 
 
15. Paradise Now: Second Journey to New Ways of Communication 
Moderator: Swiss artist Jürg Montalta, who will introduce and practice techniques of communicating that befit our 21st 
Century 
 
“We can not solve our problems with  
the same level of thinking that  
created them.” (A. Einstein) 
 
As a young artist this insight touched me deeply. For more than forty years since, I have been researching how to 
access other levels of thinking and reach out to others. Through my experiments with new ways of communication, I 
have begun to understand that in most instances the answers to our questions are already simmering inside our 
bodies and minds, waiting to be discovered and put into action. The courage to face uncertainty is key as we try to 
embrace our future. This very fearlessness enables us to better understand our selves, to craft our environment and to 
adapt successfully to a complex and ceaselessly changing world. Like any human faculty, empowering ourselves is 
both technique and art. It can be learned and developed. 
 
 To register for one of the discussion groups please send an email to: 

events@fulbright.de by March 10, 2017 
 

 In your email, please include your name and list your 1st, 2nd, and 3rd choice for 
the above discussion groups for the morning and afternoon separately – see 
example below: 
Discussion Groups, morning: e.g. 7, 3, 5 
Discussion Groups, afternoon: e.g. 15, 14,13 
We will do our best to accommodate your preferences, but when this is not 
possible, we will assign you to one of the discussion groups that still has room. 
 

 Please note that we cannot confirm your discussion group assignment until 
your arrival in Berlin. 


